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Strong appeal for lovers of Pacific Northwest history! First-:me 
telling of an important piece of Northwest history. Deeply 
grounded in original sources. Wryly told and briskly paced. 
 
 
Review copies available upon request. 
 
 

 
 
SUMMARY:  Before Oregon had a cons:tu:on or courthouses, it had chaos. Rough Jus)ce uncovers the 
turbulent birth of law and order on the Northwest fron:er, where fur traders, missionaries, Na:ve 
communi:es, and opportunists wrestled with how to live in a place without laws—and for much of the :me, 
without a jail. 
 
Drawing on diaries, newspapers, and court records, Long brings to life the raw jus:ce and moral conflicts that 
shaped early Oregon, tracing how fron:er improvisa:on gave rise to the crea:on of Oregon State Peniten:ary 
and the region’s early criminal code. 
 
 
 
AUDIENCE APPEAL:  Pacific Northwest history enthusiasts, educators, and readers of true regional nonfic:on. 
CROSS-CATEGORY APPEAL:  history, sociology, jus:ce studies, and true crime.  
COMPARABLE TITLES:  Oregon State Peniten)ary (Goeres-Gardner); Eden Seekers (Clark); books about the 
Oregon Trail, Fort Vancouver, Hudson’s Bay Company, fron:er diaries. 
 
Ideal book for window displays on law and order (a current event in Portland!) 
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